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Town of Colrain Annual Report 

The Town of Colrain is a 
community of 43.2 square miles 
located in north central Franklin 
County.  Per the 2000 Federal 
Census, the population is 1,813, 
of which 1,094 are registered 
voters.  To the north, Colrain 
borders two Vermont towns: 
Halifax and Guilford.  Leyden is 
to the east, Greenfield to the 
southeast, Shelburne to the 
south, Charlemont to the 
southwest and Heath to the west.  
State Route 112 is the major 
highway through the town, 
running roughly north to south 
along the North River.  There 
are 86.58 road miles in Colrain, 
the third highest amount in the 
Franklin County.  Approximately 
half of these roads are gravel.  
Colrain is primarily an 
agricultural and residential 
community.  We have an open 
town meeting form of 
government, with a Board of 
Selectmen as the governing body. 
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Dedication 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Duane Scranton served 39 years as a selectman for the Town of Colrain.  In his 13 terms he has 
seen numerous changes in town and been a part of many projects.  Duane and his family move to 
Colrain in 1963, setting up one of the town's many dairy farms. He has been a long-haul trucker 
and continues to drive truck for JS Rae Construction.  He also served his Country in Korea.  In his 
role as a community leader, Duane always had a policy "We're in there to help people.  A lot of 
times we can't give people what they want us to give them, but you listen to people and see what 
you can do to help."  The Town of Colrain is grateful for what Duane Scranton has done to help our 
community.  This report is dedicated to him for all those years of service.  
 
Dedication written by Katie Scranton 
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Colrain Transfer Station Information/Hours 
Located on Charlemont Road 

Saturdays 8:00 am—4:00 pm 
Summer hours 1st Tues in May—1st Tues in September 

5:30 pm—7:30 pm 
 

General Information 
All trash bags must have stickers 

13 gallon stickers-$1.00/each 
33 gallon stickers—$2.00/each 

 
Stickers are available at the Transfer Station 

Bulky Waste open 3rd week in April until it is full in October 
 

General Recycling 
Paper and Plastics 

 
Other Recyclables Collected 

 
 

     Scrap Metal    Free 
     White Goods and CFCs  $10 each 
     Tires    $2.00 each with no rims 
     Bulky Waste    $5.00 to $10.00 
     CRTs and TVs   $0.25/lb 
     Construction/Demolition   $40/cubic yard ($20 minimum) 
     Donations    Salvation Army Box 
 
 
 

Hazardous Materials Collected 
Motor oil  $0.50/gal 
Oil Filters  $0.75/each 
Auto Batteries  Yes 
Anti-Freeze  $1.00/gallon 
Paint   $5.00 per gallon, $1.50 per qt. No Latex 
Flourenscent  $0.50/4 ft or shorter or compacts, $1 per 8 ft. 
House Batteries  Yes 
Ballasts   $5.00 each 
Thermometer  Free 
Thermostats  Free 
Switches  Free 
20 lb BBQ Tanks $5.00 
1 lb LP Tanks  $1.00 
Larger LP Tanks $10.00 
 

Items not accepted: leaves/yard waste, Christmas Trees, Brush Textiles 
 



Page 4 of 87 
 

 

Town Officers, Boards, & Committees – Contact Information 
 

  Phone #                  E-mail Address 
Agricultural Commission Chair,  
   Kenneth P. Herzig  624-0215        
Board of Assessors, Assistant 
   Alice Wozniak   624-3356           assessors@colrain-ma.gov 
Board of Health Clerk,  
   Paula Harrison   624-3454          townclerk@colrain-ma.gov 
Building Inspector,  
   Shawn Kimberley  624-3356    shawnkimberley@hotmail.com 
Conservation Commission Clerk,  
   Paula Harrison   624-3454          townclerk@colrain-ma.gov 
Council on Aging,  624-8818 
   Richard Herzig   624-3417 
Dog Officer   
   Jack Cavolic   624-3238 
Emergency Manager Director 
   Jack Cavolick   624-3454 
Finance Committee Chair,  
   Marybeth Chichester  624-3454  
Fire Chief, 
   Nick Anzuoni   624-5528 
Griswold Memorial Library 624-3619              biblib3@aol.com 
   Betty Johnson, Librarian 
Highway Superintendent,  
   Scott Sullivan   624-5500                  hwysupt@mtdata.com 
Historical Commission Chair,  
   Robert Ramirez   624-3090  
Open Space Committee Chair, 
   Ellen Weeks   624-5137           eweeks@umext.umass.edu 
Personnel Committee Chair,  
   Ellen Weeks   624-5137           eweeks@umext.umass.edu 
Planning Board Chair,  
   Joan Rockwell   624-9666 
Police Chief - Business Only 
   Jason Haskins   624-3038                police@colrain-ma.gov 
Tax Collector 
   Paula Harrison   624-5549       taxcollector@colrain-ma.gov 
Town Accountant,  
   Tracey Baronas   624-8859         accountant@colrain-ma.gov 
Town Clerk 
   Robin Hartnett   624-3454          townclerk@colrain-ma.gov 
Selectmen/Town Coordinator,  
   Kevin Fox   624-6306                    bos@colrain-ma.gov 
Transfer Station   625-9012 
Treasurer 
   Kris Nartowicz   624-5549            treasurer@colrain-ma.gov 
Tree Warden 
   Michael Friedlander  624-3643 
Zoning Board of Appeals Chair,  
   Rockwell Lively  624-3210 
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Elected Town Officers 
 
 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN    Term 
(Three year term)      
Eileen D, Sauvageau, Chair             2011 - 2014 
Mark A. Thibodeau              2012 - 2015 
Jack Cavolick               2013 - 2016 

 
TOWN CLERK (Three year term) 
Robin Hartnett               2013 - 2016 
 
BOARD OF ASSESSORS (Three year term) 
Nicholas M. Anzuoni, Chair             2013 - 2016 
James J. Slowinski              2012 - 2015 
Jonathan Lagreze               2011 - 2014 
 
MOHAWK TRAIL REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMITTEE 
(Three year term) 
Joseph M. Kurland               2011 - 2014 
Nina Martin-Anzuoni              2013 - 2016 
 
GRISWOLD MEMORIAL LIBRARY TRUSTEES (Three year term) 
Michelle F. Hillman              2013 - 2016 
Michael Friedlander              2011 - 2014 
Paula J. Harrison                 2011 - 2014 
Susan M. Slowinski     Resigned 7-22-2013 
Lori A. Regienus               2012 – 2015 
Carol Lively               2013 – 2016 
Cynthia McLaughlin              Appointed 10-21-2013- 2015 
 
CONSTABLES (Three year term) 
Michael Friedlander              2013 - 2016 
Scott F. Sullivan               2011 - 2014 
Melinda A. Herzig              2012 - 2015 

 
MODERATOR (Three year term) 
Michael J. Slowinski              2012 - 2015 
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Board of Selectmen Appointments 
 

Agricultural Commission          Term Expires 
 Kenneth P. Herzig, Chair    2014 
 Kenneth W. Avery      2014 
 Robert P. Ramirez    2015 
 Joseph S. Hillman     2015 
 
Animal Control Officer 
 Jack Cavolick     2014 
 Alternative, Ed Grinnell    2014 
 
Block Grant Housing Rehabilitation Program 
    David W. Nims     2014 
 
Board of Health  

Michael Friedlander    2014 
Timothy P. Slowinski    2014 
Jason Ferenc, Chair     2015 

 Jack Cavolick     2015 
 Diana Ditmore     2014 
 
Board of Registrars 
 Leah Coburn     2015 

Karen M. Devine     2014 
Eugenia M. Shearer    2014 
Amy J. Herzig     2015 
Paula Harrison     2014 
 

Broadband Committee 
David Greenberg    Resigned 2-11-2013 
William H. Dornbusch    2014 
Joseph M. Kurland    2014 
Bill Cole     2014 
Ed Stamas     2014 
Rebecca Tippens     2014 
Board of Selectmen 

 
Building Inspector (Three year term) 
    Shawn Kimberley    2016 

 
 Carl H. Nilman Scholarship Representative 
 Michelle F. Hillman    2014 
 
Colrain Arts Council  
 Sandra R. White                Resigned 2013 
 Heather Viens     2014 
 Cynthia L. McLaughlin    2016 
 Janice Jones     2016 
 Helen Call     2014 
 Ann Stanforth     2014 
 Eugenia M. Shearer    2015 
 Donna Cusimono     2016 
 
Conservation Commission 

Clarence E. Wheeler, Chair    2014 
Matthew G. Slowinski     2014 
David W. Nims      2014 
Carl A. Herzig     2014 
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Paul C. Lagreze     2014 
William H. Dornbusch    2015 
Marshall L. Denison, Jr.     2015 
 

Council on Aging 
 Joan C. McQuade     2014 
 Richard R. Herzig    2015 
 Amy J. Herzig     2015 
 Bing Waldsmith     2015 
 Carl Herzig      2016 
 Mary York     2014 
 Russell Barnes      2014 
 Janice Barnes     2014 
 Kathleen A. Phelps    2014 
 Valeda R. Peters      2014 
 
Emergency Management Director 
 Jack Cavolick      2014 
 
Fire Chief      
 Nicholas  M. Anzuoni    2014 
 
Franklin Regional Transit Authority Representative 
 Mark Thibodeau     2014 
 
Franklin Regional Council of Governments Representative 
 Eileen D. Sauvageau     
 
Franklin Regional Planning Board Representative  
   Eileen D. Sauvageau     2014 
 
Highway Department Liaison 
   Mark Thibodeau     2014 
 
Highway Superintendent 
   Scott  F. Sullivan     2014 
 
Historic Commission 

Robert P. Ramirez, Chair     2014 
Joan C. McQuade    2014 
Edward S. Stamas     2014 
David W. Nims     2014 
Jack Cavolick     2014 
David B Rodgers     2014 
Amy Herzig     2014 
 

Inspector of Animals (Appointed March 31st) 
 Jack Cavolick     2014 
 
Memorial Hall Park Committee 
 Phil Sherburne     2014 
 Rusty Barnes     2014 
 Joan Rockwell     2014 
  
Moth Superintendent 
 Scott Sullivan     2014 
 
Office Clerk  
 Paula Harrison     2014 
 



Page 8 of 87 
 

Open Space Committee 
 Ellen Weeks, Chair    2014 
 Robert Sand     2014 
 Marybeth Chichester    2014 
 Rita M. Thibodeau    2014 
 Ellen E. Doris     2015 
 
Personnel Committee 

Kathleen A. Phelps    2014 
 Valeda R. Peters     2014 
 Christine L. Beausoleil    2015 
 Ellen A. Weeks, Chair    2015 
 Open position     2014 
 
Plumbing & Gas Inspector  
 Timothy J. Hartnett    2014 
 Herb Hohengasser    2014 
 
Police Chief  
 Jason D. Haskins     2014 
 
Police Officers  

Srgt. Christopher E. Lannon 
Roger P. Williams, Jr. 
Joshua Lemay 
Gary Russell 
Dawn Haskins  

 Justin Purinton  
 
Recreation Committee  
 Heather E. Garey     2014 
 Roger J. Purington, Jr.    2014 
 Eileen D. Sauvageau    2014 
 
Regional Dog Program Representative 
 Jack Cavolick      2014 
 Alternate, Kevin Fox     2014 
 
Solid Waste Management District Representative 
 Jonathan Lagreze     2014 
 Alternate, Kevin Fox    2014 
 
Special Constable  
 Carl A. Herzig      2014 
 
Tax Collector   
 Leah C. Coburn            Resigned 9-20-2013 
 Paula Harrison   Appointed 9-19-13 - 2016 
 
Tree Warden 
   Michael Friedlander     2014 
 
Town Coordinator  
 Kevin Fox     2014 
 
Treasurer  
 Leah C. Coburn            Resigned 9-20-2013 
 Kris Nartowitcz           Appointed 3-19-2013 - 2016 
 
Town Accountant 
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 Tracey L. Baronas    2015 
 
Wiring Inspector 
 James Slowinski     2014 
 Clinton Dodge     2014 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

Marshall L. Denison, Jr.    2016 
Howard R. Phelps    2014 
Rockwell J. Lively, Chair    2015 
Mark A. Thibodeau    2016 
James J. Slowinski  Alternate & Clerk of Board 

 John Peters     2014 
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Moderator’s Appointments 
 
Finance Committee     (a seven member committee)  

Marybeth Chichester, Chair  2015 
Charles D. Lappen   2016 
Douglas Macleay    2016 
Phil Sherburne    2015 
Lori Regienus    2014 

 
Franklin County Technical School District Committee Member 
 Nicole Slowinski    2015 
 
Planning Board   (a seven member board) 

Joan S. Rockwell, Chair   2015 
Betsy Corner    2013 
A Hale Johnson    2015 
Sara Wik    2014 
Tom Griffin     Sworn in 10-21-2013 -2016 
William C. Cole   Resigned 11-1-2013 
Megan E. McDonough  Resigned   1-1-2013 
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Town Office 
 

Board of Selectmen 
 
It is our pleasure to submit the annual report of the Colrain Board of Selectmen for calendar year end 
12/31/13. 
 
2013 was certainly a year of changes for the Town of Colrain. Change came in the form of people, 
places and exciting things to come. 
 
 Long time Selectman Duane Scranton decided to not seek re-election after 39 years of service.  We 
would like to thank Duane for his dedication to the Town of Colrain.  Additionally, Leah Coburn, 
Treasurer/Collector, resigned after many years of service to the Town.  We would also like to thank 
Leah and wish her well in her future endeavors. 
 
In the fall of 2013 the fate of Memorial Hall was determined with its demolition.  It was with sadness 
that this was the ultimate fate.  Various Select Boards over the years made numerous attempts to find 
viable alternative uses for the property to no avail.  At the May 2013 Annual Town Meeting voters 
appropriated the funds for the demolition.  Recently the Selectboard appointed an Ad-Hoc Memorial 
Hall Park Development Committee charged with envisioning a plan to establish a park at the former site 
of the building that held so many memories. 
 
The Town’s website, established in 2012, continues to improve and was recently nominated for the 
Massachusetts Municipal Associations Annual Municipal Website Award.  Our thanks to Paula Harrison 
who has taken on the responsibility of managing the site and has done an outstanding job.  We attempt 
to keep the site fresh and useful and encourage residents to visit it frequently for updates on Town 
business and other useful information.  The site can be found at Colrain-MA.gov. 
 
The Town has continued to invest in updating and improving its equipment and infrastructure.  Listed 
below are a few of the most recent improvements/additions as well as projects in the works: 
 

¶ New dump body – Highway Department 
¶ New glider kit (Truck) – Highway Department 
¶ New windows – High Garage 
¶ Approximately $368,000 of local road improvements completed in 2013 and funded by 

the Town’s Chapter 90 allocations. 
¶ New fire pumper – (delivery expected in fiscal year 2015) 
¶ New attendant hut – Transfer Station (built with volunteer labor headed by Jack 

Cavolick) 
¶ Painting of the exterior and interior of the Town Office (labor provided at no cost by the 

Franklin County Sheriff’s Community Service Program) 
¶ The Town has applied for a Community Development Block Grant. If funded this grant 

will provide for a full depth reconstruction of River Street complete with replacement of 
water mains and hydrants.  This grant will also provide housing rehabilitation loans to 
low/moderate income households and much needed local food bank funding. 

¶ The Town contracted with the engineering Firm Weston and Sampson to complete a 
Village Center Sewer Study.  This study, funded by a $30,000 USDA grant and $5,000 of 
local matching funds, will assess the current situation related to waste disposal in the 
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village Center and suggest viable options for the future.  It is the opinion of the 
Selectboard that managing and improving this situation is integral to future development 
in the Town of Colrain. 

¶ The Town has achieved preliminary approval for  Federal Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP) funding for a redesign and improvement project for the Route 
112/Greenfield Road intersection. In an effort to aggressively pursue this funding we 
have selected an engineering firm to commence the design and right-of –way work that is 
the Town’s required contribution to what is expected to be a $1.5-2 million dollars 
infrastructure improvement project. 

¶ The Town is currently in the process of completing a Village Center Master Plan with the 
assistance of the Franklin Regional Council of Governments and funded by a DLTA 
grant.  It is believed that once completed this plan will reflect a commitment to economic 
growth in the Village Center while, at the same time, the retention of small town 
character. 

 
The Selectboard is committed to sustaining it’s efforts to maintain the Towns current equipment and 
infrastructure while continuing to plan for future replacement of equipment and the development of 
improved and enhanced infrastructure.  We believe this can be accomplished through sound fiscal 
planning and prudent purchasing. 
 
In closing we thank you for the opportunity to serve the residents of Colrain and welcome you thoughts 
and input in the new year. 
 
 
Eileen Sauvageau, Chair 
 
Mark Thibodeau, Member 
 
Jack Cavolick, Member 
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Accountants Reports 
 

Balance Sheet 
 
 

General  Special Trust & Long Term 
ASSETS Fund Revenues Agency Debt 

Cash, Petty   
Cash, Pooled 272,496.93 793,099.84 420,113.31 1,485,710.08 

2013 Personal Property 130.72 
2012 Personal Property 136.38 
2011 Personal Property 380.84 
2010 Personal Property 382.12 
Prior Year 2,330.52 
 Total Personal Property 3,360.58 

2013 Real Estate 200,918.72   
2012 Real Estate 102,715.10 
2011 Real Estate 58,768.64 
2010 Real Estate 29,558.95 
Prior Year 4,332.04 
 Total Real Estate 396,293.45 

2013 Allow for Abate/Exempt -13,837.04 
2012 Allow for Abate/Exempt -10,424.75 
2011 Allow for Abate/Exempt 0.00 
2010 Allow for Abate/Exempt -5,330.45 
Prior Year -5,654.81 
 Total Allow for Abate/Exempt -35,247.05 

Tax Liens 79,482.23 
Tax Possessions 35,989.71 

2013 Motor Vehicle Excise 14,416.33 
2012 Motor Vehicle Excise 4,339.47 
2011 Motor Vehicle Excise 2,120.23 
2010 Motor Vehicle Excise 1,295.33 
Prior Year 2,478.55 
 Total Motor Vehicle Excise 24,649.91 

CSMP Betterment Due 10718.94 

Amt. To Be Provided-CSMP 25333.28 

  TOTAL ASSETS 777,025.76 803,818.78 420,113.31 25,333.28 
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Balance Sheet 
 
 

General  Special Trust & 
LIABILITIES Fund Revenues Agency 

Payroll Withholdings 4,107.54 
Tailings 272.27 
  
Def.Rev - Property & RE Tax 364,406.98   
Def.Rev - Tax Liens 79,482.23 
Def.Rev - Tax Possessions 35,989.71 
Def.Rev - Motor Vehicle Excise 24,649.91 
CSMP Betterment Not Yet Due   10,718.94 

Anticipation Note-TS Irene 784,000.00 

Police Detail  560.00 
Health/Life 215.22 
Due to State - Firearms 375.00 
VY Drill Agency 100.00 
Katywill Retainage 43,672.53 
  
Bonds Payable -CSMP 25333.28 
Bonds Payable -  
Bonds Payable -  

TOTAL LIABILITIES 508,908.64 794,718.94 44,922.75 25,333.28 
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Balance Sheet 
 

 
 FUND EQUITY General  Special Trust & 

Fund Revenues Agency 
Res. For FY14 Encumbrances 
Reserve for FY14 Carryforwards 19,495.00 
Reserve for Exp.-Free Cash FY14 90,727.00 
Reserve for Overlay Deficit -2,116.58 
Reserve for Approp. Deficit -3,662.87 

Undesignated Fund Balance 163,674.57 

  
Revolvings Funds 59,180.63 
Special Revenue Funds -94,547.23 
Sewer Betterments 38,197.27 
Receipts Reserved 6,269.17 

Stabilization 291,801.85 
Audit Stabilization 2,027.40 
Fire Vehicle Stab 50,115.74 
Highway Truck Stab. 19,180.55 
Assessors Stabilization 3,506.81 

Trust Funds 8,558.21 

TOTAL FUND EQUITY 268,117.12 9,099.84 375,190.56 0.00 

TOTAL LIAB & FUND EQUITY 777,025.76 803,818.78 420,113.31 25,333.28 
  

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
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